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In Modern Materialism, again, man is regarded as essentially
a material being, body and intelligence being but modes of
manifestation of Matter and Force. Its philosophy, accord-
ingly, consists in so manipulating these elements of Matter and
Force that by the operation of the principle of mechanical
equivalence as the nexus between cause and effect (instead of
the wills of the gods as in Religion, the mixtures of essences in
Greek Philosophy, the dominance of Soul in Hindoo Philosophy,
or of self-conscious Intelligence in Modern Metaphysics) it
shall reduce all the varied complexity of the World and Life
to unity and harmony. And this one-sided principle, too, has
at last found its consummation in Herbert Spencer.

With Religions, on the other hand, we have to look for other
keys, and in them all it will be found that it is not the nature
of Man but of God or the gods that is the central principle of
their evolution, and that ultimately fixes and determines all
else in regard to them. In Judaism, it is throughout the
nature and character of Jehovah which is the core of its
evolution, and by which its moral code is determined and fixed;
in Christianity, the nature of Jesus exclusively in the early
period, and until the doctrine of the Trinity finally raised him
to a position of co-eternity and co-equality with God Himself.
That position once reached by Jesus, the evolution of the God-
head ceases, and the future stages of development consist in
gradually consolidating the system of Morality with which the
Religion is bound up, and in keeping the two in harmony with
each other and with the necessities of the great secular world.

Such are the keys or principles which, laid down at the out-
set, will be found to dominate the evolution of the respective
Philosophies and Religions dealt with in this volume. But in
all alike the method is the same, namely the use of ' natural
selection' as the instrument by which the unfit are weeded out,
and the order of development is kept true and close to the line
of its inner principle. It is this that secures us against leaps
and breaks, inasmuch as should exceptional genius % make its